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Jane Lancaster: [00:00:00] Hello, it’s May the 24th, 2008 and I’m Jane Lancaster, and I work at 

the Pembroke Center, and this is part of the Pembroke Center’s ongoing oral history project, 

where we interview returning members of alumni. And this is the twenty-fifth reunion, so this is 

the class of 1983. My arithmetic is extremely good today. We have six women from that class 

who I would like, first of all, to introduce themselves, starting with you, Norah, and just to say 

your name, then and now, what your major or concentration was, what your hometown was and 

where you live now, and what you do now – your occupation. [00:01:00] This is a lot to try and 

remember, but then, when we’ve got that all out of the way, we can have conversation about 

your Brown experience, you know, whatever that leads to. So Norah. 

 

Norah Gaughan: My name is Norah Gaughan. It was then. It is now. I was a biology major at 

Brown, and I grew up in a little town called Rifton, New York. Now, I live in Peterborough, 

New Hampshire, and Providence, Rhode Island. I have a job in Uxbridge, which is in between 

those places. I’m the design director of a hand knitting yarn company called Berroco. 

 

JL: Interesting. 

 

Carmen Rodriguez: I’m Carmen Rodriguez. I was an international relations concentrator. When I 

was at brown, my residence was in Deerfield, Massachusetts – population 300, one mile long, 

half a mile wide. I now live in New York City, and I’m a stay-at-home mom.  
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Gwenn Snider: [00:02:00] My name is Gwen Snider. It was Gwenn Masterman when I was here. 

I was a literature and society concentrator, which no longer exists. I grew up in Brookline, 

Massachusetts, and I currently live in Wellesley, Massachusetts, and I am a hotel owner. 

 

JL: Cool. 

 

Kay Gurtin: My name is Kay Gurtin. When I was at Brown, I was Kay Levinson. I’m from 

Tulsa, Oklahoma. I majored in organizational behavior and management, which also no longer 

exists, because they’ve started more of a business degree here called the COE, which I would 

have loved to have partaken in. And I now live in Rancho Santa Fe, which is just north of San 

Diego.  

 

Judy Vigar: I’m Judy Vigar, with laryngitis right now. I was here – when I was here, I was Judy 

Wells. I grew up in Wayland, Massachusetts. I now live in the United Kingdom, outside of 

London. [00:03:00] I was an electrical engineering major here at Brown, and currently, I’m the 

research and development director for PepsiCo International. 

 

Joan Heminway: And I’m Joan – I was Joan McLeod. I’m now Joan Heminway, and I grew up 

in Garden City, Long Island, and that is where I was living when I came to Brown – in New 

York. I now live in Knoxville, Tennessee. I was an international relations and history 

concentrator, but then I went on to law school, and now I teach law school at the University of 

Tennessee.  

 

JL: All right, we have a very interesting mixture here. This is an interesting group to have. The 

first thing I need to know from all of you is, why Brown? Why did you come to Brown? What 

made you choose to come to Brown? And we can go around again, or you can just chip in. It 

may be easier while we’re getting started if we take this in order, and then the conversation can 

open out – Norah. 

 

NG: I came to Brown because I wanted to major in two completely different things, [00:04:00] 

which I didn’t major in. It was biophysics and music – was what I thought I wanted to major in. 
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And I wanted to go to a really good school, and I had a good feeling about it. And I got in early 

action, so that was it. So it was kind of an arbitrary thing, in a way.  

 

JL: How had you heard about it? 

 

NG: Just reputation. 

 

JL: Okay. 

 

NG: Yeah. 

 

CR: Well actually, similarly, I was fascinated by history and by math, so I wanted to go to a 

place where I could study both, and Brown came up. But I had gone to one of those New 

England prep schools, so Brown was very well known. 

 

GS: I actually transferred here in the middle of my sophomore year, and I came specifically to 

write with Michael Harper, who was a poetry professor – still here – and I kind of identified him 

and camped out on his doorstep. [00:05:00] So I was very focused, and Brown offered me a 

chance to write with him.  

 

JL: Where were you before? 

 

GS: At Trinity, in Hartford, and got there and just knew I was not going to do what I needed to 

do. 

 

KG: I was a little bit of a pioneer. In Oklahoma, nobody went – very few people went to the East 

Coast. Out of a class of almost 1,000 kids, only two students went to the East Coast. So when I 

had the opportunity to go to Brown, at the time when we all applied, it was showcased in 

Newsweek. I don’t know if you guys remember that –  

 

Q: Yes, I do. 
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KG: It was, and I was like, “Wow.” So when that big packet came, it was like, “I’m going to go 

try that. I can always transfer back and go to Texas or Vanderbilt or somewhere a little safer.” 

But really, I’d say 80 percent of the students where I went to the public high school all went to 

OU, OSU, one of those schools, so I kind of took a risk. And I knew that, and wow, [00:06:00] 

when I got here. I used “Wow” twice. I apologize, but it was such an eye-opening experience. So 

I laugh a little bit. I always say I was a distribution requirement, because I was a girl from 

Oklahoma, so that’s my joke. And I loved it and did well, but I always tease that I was – 

 

JV: I was somewhat different. I pretty much grew up around Brown. My mom is the class of 

1952, so – and she was very active in Brown with Pembroke and as an alum, so I pretty much 

knew all about Brown growing up. But even when it came time to apply for college, she was 

always very much about, “Go where you want to go. Do what you want to do.” And my brother 

was already here at Brown, so actually, I was pretty much saying, “Nope, I’m not going there. I 

will go anywhere but Brown.” But then, after I came to campus really to look at it for myself and 

apply early action, and then I really realized that I fell in love with it, myself, and the whole 

atmosphere and just the people and the curriculum. [00:07:00] And I wanted to do both science, 

engineering, as well as continuing music, and it offered me the opportunity to do that. And, yeah, 

so I came. 

 

JL: And Joan? 

 

JH: I think I have to credit a former boyfriend – who I left for my husband who I met here – with 

getting me to Brown, which is sort of bizarre. But as I think about it, I think the way I found out 

about Brown, unlike you, I guess it wasn’t highly publicized, you know, where I was. It was 

always Harvard and Yale and Princeton, and my friend’s dad went to Princeton. But this guy 

who I was dating had looked at Brown, and he said, you know, “You really ought to look at 

Harvard, where I’m going.” He was the class ahead of us. “And you really ought to look at 

Brown.” And my dad and I came up here, and I just felt immediately at home here. There was a 

guy on the main green who I remembered – when I was walking around – said, “It’s a jail. Don’t 

come here.” And we were coming around and, like, in an interview group, and some of the 
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parents I remember in the group bristling. And I was like, “I love this place.” So I guess I liked 

the sense of humor of the people, and I just felt really comfortable. And it had – there are lots of 

places [00:08:00] with good international relations and history departments, but Brown had a 

very good set of departments in those areas and political science, at that time.  

 

JL: So I’ve heard from two of you about visiting the place. Did you all co – well, you knew it 

anyway, so. 

 

JV: Right. 

 

JL: But the rest of you, did you do campus visits? 

 

KG: I did. I had an older brother that went here, and I visited for a week. And if you can imagine 

coming – I stayed in Old Orchard, I think. Boy, it must really be Old Orchard now.  

 

Q: No, Young O. 

 

KG: It was Young Orchard? So now it’s Old Orchard. (inaudible) see where I’m thinking. I 

stayed with four guys, and they were wild. It was really something. They took me to parties. 

They took me to football games. My brother said absolutely, “You shouldn’t come here.” But he 

graduated in ’79, so I would have – I started the year after he left. But yeah, I had, I think, maybe 

four or five days here, living in [00:09:00] one of those rooms. And I got – they took me 

everywhere, so I really – I had the red carpet rolled out when I came and visited. 

 

JL: Anyone else? You didn’t come? You did come? 

 

GS: I didn’t come. Well, I didn’t – not in a really official capacity, but I kind of knew what I was 

doing, and I was happy I didn’t have to take any math courses. And that was all I kind of needed.  

 

JL: So did you come? 
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NG: I came to visit, but not in an official way. I didn’t interview, and I didn’t do any official 

tours. I just saw what the campus was like.  

 

KG: I had a very unusual interview. It’s worth –  

 

JL: Okay. 

 

KG: – I don’t know if you guys remember Dave Zucconi –  

 

Q: Oh yes, absolutely. 

 

KG: – but he was a land – a landmark? What would – how would you –  

 

Q: An icon. 

 

KG: – icon at Brown. My mom and I were flying home from spring break. We had been to 

Miami, and he and his wife – and we happened to be sitting with them on the plane. And he 

knew I was a senior, etcetera, and asked me where I was interested in going. [00:10:00] And I 

will be honest, at the time, I had been recruited or whatever to go to Princeton, so I thought I was 

going to go to Princeton and gave him my whole thing. And I said, “They didn’t even interview 

me at Brown.” Anyway, it was quite a long flight, and we talk the whole time. I had no idea – 

how would I ever know who this gentleman was? Anyway, we land, and he hands me his card, 

and at the time, he was in admissions. And he said, “Consider yourself interviewed.” And I’ll 

never – I will never forget that. I mean, I would have never dreamed – and you know, I told him 

about my brother, I had visited. But that was – and ever since then – and on our street where we 

live now, I met a gentleman who is one of Dave’s best friends, and everybody has these amazing 

stories about Dave Zucconi. But that was up there, yeah, and to get that package in the mail, I 

always thought it was that plane flight with Dave Zucconi, from Miami to St. Louis. So you 

never know who you’ll meet. 

 

JL: So did other people – did any of the others of you get interviewed? [00:11:00] 
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JV: I had an interview. 

 

JL: You did? 

 

JV: Yeah, no, I did an on-site interview and actually was surprised, because it was quite a 

lengthy interview, and it didn’t really touch – I didn’t feel like I was being interviewed in terms 

of applying. It was more of an opportunity to ask questions and learn about the university. And I 

mean, there were certainly questions about myself, but it wasn’t – I didn’t feel like I was being 

tested or graded or anything. It was really much more for informational purposes about the 

university. 

 

JL: Do you remember who was the interviewer? 

 

JV: I don’t remember, no.  

 

JL: Do you remember your interviewer? 

 

GS: Uh, vaguely. I remember walking into the admissions office and thinking, “This is intense.” 

But yeah, I don’t recall the conversation. 

 

KG: I don’t think they interview anymore, either.  

 

GS: They don’t. They do alumni. 

 

CR: Oh, oh, the alumni, yeah. 

 

KG: But in the admissions office – I was told that recently. 

 

GS: A lot of places don’t. 
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JL: They have to write that essay.  

 

JH: Yes, we all had to write that essay – hand-write the essay –  

 

JV: Hand-write the essay.  

 

JH: – (inaudible) on applications, yeah. 

 

CR: In your own hand. [12:00] 

 

JH: You always wondered, “Are they supposed to be doing handwriting analysis on this or 

finding out I have some psychology problem? And someone should –,” no, it’s, “Write it out in 

your own handwriting.” 

 

JL: So somebody mentioned that there was a story in Newsweek around about this time about 

Brown. 

 

KG: It was. 

 

JL: What was it about? What was Brown being made famous about? 

 

JV: It was, what – the most difficult school to get into? 

 

KG: Or it was “hot,” it was very “hot.” I wish I could remember, but I – it all happened all kind 

of –  

 

Q: Very popular. 

 

KG: – at the same time, yeah.  
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JH: And then, was it the end of our freshman year that the Playboy Women of the Ivy League 

came out? 

 

NG: I thought that was right before we went in.  

 

JH: Was that right before we came? Yeah, okay.  

 

KG: My brother’s girlfriend was in that. It was – I’ll never forget it. [laughter]  

 

JH: There was a lot of press about Brown as we were all making our decisions and transitioning 

there. 

 

KG: It was the year before we came. It was called like, “Women are the –,” something, “Of the 

Ivy League,” and they had her outside a window. Oh my goodness. 

 

JH: I remember my dad went out and bought it for me, because I was too embarrassed to go. 

[laughter] But I wanted to know who was in it. 

 

Q: I think they did that again, but yeah.  

 

JL: So your brother’s girlfriend was in that?  

 

KG: Yeah. 

 

JL: I see, okay. [00:13:00] 

 

KG: No names mentioned.  

 

JL: So it’s a hot school. It’s hard to get into, so you’re all very pleased that you’ve gotten in. So 

you arrive. Then what happens? 
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NG: Where do you start? 

 

JL: Well, there’s some freshman orientation week. What happened? Do you remember? 

 

JH: Oh, it was the first time I found out really what an IUD was. It was the first time somebody 

had explained an IUD – they did – do you remember they did that birth control thing?  

 

Q: I do, I almost fainted. 

 

NG: They also talked a lot about masturbation. Do you remember? 

 

KG: We didn’t get this. 

 

CR: I missed that class. [laughter] 

 

NG: No, it was in the dorm, in the (inaudible) 

 

KG: It was. It was right at the door. We were there. I know we were all there together. 

 

GS: It was a hot school. 

 

JH: And I thought, “Well, this is what a liberal college education is all about.”  

 

CR: I was in Andrews. You were in –  

 

JV: I was in Andrews. 

 

NG: We were in the convent.  

 

KG: It was the first night that we started, and I was on a floor with 20 men and six women, so the 

odds on our floor were really – [00:14:00] and we went down. And I had come from Tulsa, 
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which I’ve already mentioned, and when we discussed anything like that, all the boys went in 

one gym, and all the girls went in another gym. And I – my eyes opened. I said, “You’re not in 

Kansas anymore.” I could not believe we were – I just couldn’t believe were in that room and 

passing all this around. I just couldn’t believe. I mean, we always had those – so boy, that’s when 

I knew I was – 

 

NG: It was controversial, though. 

 

JH: It was controversial. 

 

NG: It was controversial. 

 

JH: Yeah. 

 

JL: But not in Andrews? 

 

JV: I was going to say, I (inaudible).  

 

KG: Were you guys all girls in Andrews? 

 

CR: Yeah, see ours is by floor. 

 

JV: Well, it was by floor.  

 

JH: Single sex by floor.  

 

JV: And I remember being really disappointed when I was placed onto Andrews, because you 

know, I thought, in going away to college, coed dorms, and I was really disappointed at first. But 

then, yeah, it was only by floor anyway, so it didn’t matter. We were all back and forth on floors, 

anyway. But no, we didn’t have that on Andrews. 
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Q: Yeah, we didn’t. 

 

JL: So you three were in the same dorm? 

 

NG: We were – Emery-Woolley, right? 

 

KG: I was in Emery-Woolley.  

 

NG: Well, we were right next to each other. 

 

JH: That’s how we met. We were in rooms right next to each other. 

 

KG: I was on the second floor. [00:15:00] 

 

GS: I wasn’t here. (inaudible)  

 

JL: You weren’t here as a freshman, so you missed this.  

 

KG: You missed that big – 

 

GS: It is something I live with, that pain of (inaudible).  

 

JL: So they didn’t do that in Connecticut? 

 

GS: They didn’t do that in Connecticut, no.  

 

JL: Okay, all right. So we’ve learned these useful skills on day one or two. 

 

NG: Just about. The weather was fantastic. 

 

CR: It was. It was spectacular. 
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NG: I have this really good memory about how – for the first two weeks, right? It was gorgeous. 

 

CR: Yeah, it was – you’re right. You’re so right. 

 

JL: And then you had to go to class.  

 

CR: Yeah. 

 

NG: I don’t remember much about that, although I was there in every class. 

 

JH: I remember that my freshman advisor tried to dissuade me from actually showing up for the 

courses I had registered for, because they were – I was trying to, and I did in fact, get through 

Brown in three years, which is sort of unusual. And I was trying to make sure that I got the right 

courses on my schedule, and he said, “You’re taking a lot of courses that people wouldn’t take 

until their sophomore or junior years, you know, you’re a freshman, [00:16:00] first-year 

semester.” So I remember, after having that conversation and then sticking firmly to my guns, 

walking into classes the first few days thinking, “I am wholly inadequate. I’m younger than these 

people, and I’ve now been made to feel – by this advisor – inadequate.” And it worked out fine 

in the end, but it was a little daunting. Bigger classes than I’d ever been in before, lecture halls 

with, you know, over 100 people in them – it was interesting, very different.  

 

JL: So you had a bit of a problem with the advisor. 

 

JH: Actually, he was spectacular. No, he was a professor in the American civilization – his name 

was John Coates or something, I don’t know. No, he – Coakley, John Coakley. And we – he was 

wonderful, but he was really trying to caution me and trying to give me some good advice. And 

unfortunately, the way I took that initially was, “Oh, I’m never going to make it.” But I hung 

with it, and we saw each other a number of times that year. He was great. 

 

JL: Did any of the others of you have any particular issues about the advising? 
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JV: Only somewhat in that, [00:17:00] when I came here – when I first said I was coming, I put 

that I was going to be a math and science major, but I didn’t know what I wanted to do. And over 

the course of the summer, I decided that I wanted to do engineering. So my advisor was actually 

in applied math, and I had decided I wanted to do engineering, and he wasn’t – basically, I really 

didn’t have an advisor then, from that point forward, because he really wanted nothing to do with 

me, because I didn’t want to do math. I wanted to do engineering. But it was fine. You know, it 

was fine. 

 

NG: I think sort of lack of advisor is more what I – I remember seeing someone occasionally. 

My whole freshman year, I think I didn’t take a biology class, even though I was majoring in 

biology. I took one – I started, like, sophomore year. But I took the whole open curriculum kind 

of thing very seriously. I took a course called “Intelligence,” which was talking about what 

intelligence is and how we count it and why this might not be a good idea and building – we built 

a very simple computer, [00:18:00] very across the spectrum kind of thing. And I took 

“Concerto,” and I really spread it out. 

 

JV: That’s what I remember though, is that the expectation was – is that we were responsible 

enough to make decisions about what we wanted and what we wanted to do with our schooling 

and what kind of classes we wanted to take. And yeah, I was very broad, so even though I had 

engineering, I had a psychology course, I had an economics course, you know, I had a music 

course. And it was really all up to us, and they really left it to us, as individuals, to be able to 

make that choice, which I thought was wonderful. So no, so lack of advisor wasn’t a problem. 

 

JL: Joan said that for a while – a short while – you wondered – you felt you might be inadequate. 

This is a fairly common experience when you arrive at somewhere that’s supposed to be so hot 

and so competitive. How long did it take you to get over that? 

 

JH: You know, that’s a hard question to answer. Am I really over it? [00:19:00] Did I ever get 

over it? I go back to reunion and look – you’ve got all these smart women sitting around the 

table here. We have some really intelligent people in our class. I think part of the beauty of 
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Brown is that you can feel inadequate in some ways and feel super adequate in other ways, and 

that people recognize you for your strengths, and that’s always been true. I mean, some of these 

folks I didn’t know at Brown at all, and I just meet them at reunions or see them at reunions. But 

I’m constantly amazed on how I can connect with people and find that they’re so wonderful. So I 

think we all sort of feel that way about each other, and maybe – I don’t know if you guys ever 

felt inadequate. I think the inadequacy sort of went away maybe mid first semester, but I always 

felt like there were, you know, people around me who were smarter than I was, and that was – 

that helped to spur me on and also helped to make me proud of where I was. You know, it’s one 

thing to say you’re in a “hot” school. It’s another thing to say, “The group of people that I’m 

with is so spectacular. I’m so pleased to be associated with this institution on an ongoing level.” 

And so that’s –  

 

GS: I had a little different experience. [00:20:00] When I got here, I was so proud of myself for 

having gotten here that I thought, “Well, I guess I’ll just take these classes,” that were really out 

of my competency, really quickly, and I had no advisor whatsoever. So I went into this 

environmental science class, because I thought, “Oh, that’s kind of cool. And I’ll do all my 

literature classes, and then I’ll recycle.” So I took this class, and I got, like, a horrible grade on 

my first paper that I was really proud of. And the professor – I went in, and I was like, “What is 

this? I’ve never –,” and I don’t know. It was like a D or something, and I said – I was so 

horrified. And he said, “Well, do you have any idea how to write a science paper?” I’m like, 

“Well, what do you mean? What are you talking about?” He says, “Have you ever written a 

science paper?” I had no idea. It was very painful, and I had to like work with this. He was 

wonderful. I can’t remember his name, but I had to basically redo every single thing in that class 

each time I did it until the end, and I finally, you know, achieved something. But I really felt 

inadequate. I felt like – what had I [00:21:00] ever been educated in that I had – I didn’t even 

know the idea of writing in a different way. So that was humbling, but ultimately, it was great, 

because it taught me that you can see things from a different way. 

 

KG: I think the experience of Brown for almost everyone I know is humbling, because 

everybody was probably in the top of their class or had done something great or duh-duh-duh-

duh. And all the sudden, you get here, and everybody’s smart. And you’re like, “Whoa, what am 



16 
 

I –,” you know? I think everyone I know has that same experience when they first get here. 

People are throwing around numbers or this or whatever, and you’re like, “Oh my god, what am 

I doing here?” You know – and it’s fine. I think it did take until after getting that first set of 

grades or just, like, proving that you could swim with this crowd, but whoa.  

 

NG: Well, I made a very conscious decision, because like you said, everybody was the top of the 

class. Everybody was getting A’s. I knew I came from a good public high school – just a good 

public high school in New York. And I said, “Okay, I don’t have to get A’s.” Now, I look back, 

and I think, “Did I do myself a disservice [00:22:00] or a great favor?” And I’m still thinking 

great favor, because I was a very nervous kid, and I didn’t want to go to med school, you know, 

so I didn’t have to compete on that level. And I did things like – I took all my art classes pass-

fail, and I thought it was important to take science and math for a grade, but I didn’t have to get 

A’s. And when I did, it was great, but I was very consciously not hard on myself.  

 

GS: That’s why you’re so relaxed.  

 

KG: I always took something pass-fail, though. I enjoyed that. I took music, something I – you 

guys sound like you were great at music, oh my god. But always something, whether it would be 

art history, the movie classes is one of my roommate and I – still favorite experiences. And it 

was like, we knew we didn’t want it, but it was – and probably used –  

 

NG: That was important. 

 

KG: – I use those skills and whatever probably more than the classes that were in my 

concentration. They had flavor, color. 

 

JL: What was the movie class? 

 

KG: Oh, it was great. It was called “Monday Night at the Movies.” [00:23:00] Didn’t you –  

 

CR: I remember that. 
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KG: – yeah. Did anyone else take it? Oh, I don’t want to embarrass myself, but if you wrote 

something – the first paper I got back, I didn’t do so well in the movie class. And my husband, 

who actually went to Brown – who’s a year older, graduated – and I said, “How could I get a –,” 

whatever. It had to be one page, single-spaced. You couldn’t go over. He said, “All you’ve got to 

do is write something about sex – all you have to do.” He said, “Anything you can think of, if it’s 

phallic, if it’s this,” and it was Hitchcock’s movie Marnie. (inaudible) And he says, “You have to 

talk about the riding on the horse. You have to talk about –,” and sure enough, my roommate and 

I – Leslie – we turned in those papers the second time, and from then on out, we were smooth 

sailing. [laughter]  

 

GS: Talk about Cliff Notes.  

 

KG: No seriously, I took that pass-fail –  

 

GS: I wish there was something like that in that environmental science class. 

 

KG: – but we saw film noir. We saw Hitchcock. We saw the whole – and now, I can still bring 

back all the – yeah, so it’s worthwhile class. You know what you have to write to get an A. 

[00:24:00]  

 

GS: That’s a life lesson right there.  

 

Q: Yeah, it is. 

 

JL: Okay. Dorms – we mentioned dorms a little bit, like day one in the dorm, and it sounds quite 

interesting. [laughter] What was it like, living in the dorms?  

 

NG: I loved our dorm. 

 

JH: I loved our dorm. 
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NG: We had two women in a room – well, two rooms with two women next to each other, across 

the hall, like, four men in the same situation. So men and women went everywhere together. We 

went to dinner together. We did laundry together. We took care of each other. (break in video)  

 

JH: What about [Florence?]? 

 

JL: Okay, are we ready? Nora, you were going to tell us something about a dorm experience. 

 

NG: I was saying how much I loved our freshman hall. Joan and I were on the same freshman 

hall. You were in the same building. We had men and women on the same hall, but we did have 

separate bathrooms, which was a really nice thing. [00:25:00] But I loved the way we did 

everything together. We went to dinner as a group. We went across campus as a group. My 

mother, when I went in, was not sure that she liked the idea of coed dorms at all. And by the end 

of, I’d say, the first semester, she was like, “I love –,” you know, she was this poster of a mother 

for coed dorms. She said, you know, “There’s always – they’re always protected. There’s always 

a boy with them. There’s always a group doing something.” And I guess I was going to transition 

to the time when Joan’s now-husband even did my laundry for me, so we did everything for each 

other. It was a nice thing.  

 

JH: And she did laundry for him, and she folded his underwear in a way that I still do it if I’m 

doing it if I’m doing his laundry at all. [laughter] Which just goes to show – “I really like the 

way Norah folded my underwear.”  

 

GS: What did she do? 

 

JH: It’s – well, it’s – this is for BVDs. She took the bottom part and folded it up and then left and 

then right. And that’s – so I still do that for him at home. And we don’t always do each other’s 

laundry but – 

 

GS: Norah, what a legacy. What a legacy you have created.  
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NG: Well, I’d like to leave some impact. [00:26:00]  

 

JL: Okay.  

 

Q: That’s great. 

 

GS: Jane’s ready. “Moving on.”  

 

JL: But I think there must be other dorm stories that we could probably think of?  

 

CR: My favorite dorm stories are just staying up all night, you know, four, five o’clock in the 

morning, pulling all-nighters, just talking, just hanging out, whether it was with the guys down 

the hall or with girlf– I mean, it just didn’t matter. Even last night, getting together with old 

friends, that was one of the things we were reminiscing about, just, “Oh, you remember hanging 

out, just talking all night, and then going out for breakfast?” It was amazing. 

 

JV: Well, in every dorm, we all had lounges, and so it was just this really natural place to go and 

congregate. So if you needed to study, you could go away and study someplace, but the lounge 

was just a place to go and relax. And so a lot of times, they used to – I don’t know if they still do 

it, but they used to close the libraries on Friday and Saturday night at, like, nine o’clock or 

something like that, so you had no choice but to go out and do something on Friday and Saturday 

night. [00:27:00] And I just remember that a lot of times, we would just sit around the dorms and 

just talk. The drinking age back then was 18, so a lot of times, we’d just have a couple of six-

packs of beer sitting in there, and we’d just, you know, have a couple of beers and just sit back 

and chitchat.  

 

JH: We did not do the lounge thing, at least on our floor. 

 

JV: You didn’t? 
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KG: No, we didn’t either. 

 

JH: Our lounge was there, and it was empty. 

 

NG: Hallway. 

 

JH: But hallway was huge.  

 

Q: Hallway was big. 

 

JH: Hallway is where I sat. I did homework with my husband. We played field hockey –  

 

NG: Field hockey. 

 

JH: – in the hall. Chris Munson– do you remember Chris Munson, who was an ice hockey 

player? We tried to teach him how to use a field hockey stick, because my roommate and I both 

played. Carmen actually was on the team with us that year. And also, at the end of the hall, we 

used to use the plastic trash buckets and go and get ice –  

 

JV: Mm-hmm, ice. 

 

JH: And then throw a whole bunch of beer in them – more than two six-packs. 

 

JV: Well, I was being yeah – [laughter] It really was a lot –  

 

JH: I could drink a whole six-pack myself, and I’m five-three, so that doesn’t tell you what the 

drinking age at 18 does for you. But yeah, that was our party place, was just the hall. And people 

would pop out of their rooms. It was the way things were set up, and it was great. [00:28:00] So I 

think it may be different, depending on what your setup was in your dorm, as to whether you 

used the lounge in the way that they really intended it. 
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CR: In our case, it was – you would just pick someone’s room, and you would just like hang in 

the room. 

 

JH: Our rooms were so disgusting. 

 

CR: I think in Andrews, our rooms were bigger. 

 

JV: Andrews rooms were really nice. 

 

Q: You have big ones, yeah. 

 

NG: They were nicer, yeah. 

 

JV: We had sinks in the room, too.  

 

NG: Nice. 

 

JV: So we had – yeah, we had sinks in the rooms.  

 

JL: You could put the beer in that.  

 

JH: That’s true. 

 

JV: No, it wasn’t quite that big. 

 

JH: A hand-washing sink, maybe.  

 

JL: Oh, okay. So the implication, then, if the drinking age – wasn’t it changed while you were – 

 

NG: It went up as we got older. 
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CR: That’s why – it went up incrementally. 

 

JH: My husband was illegal for two weeks every year, because his birthday was in September – 

or three weeks every year – and it went up at September 1st. So, you know, we couldn’t get him 

into a bar for a few weeks each year after Labor Day.  

 

JV: But they didn’t really card back then. 

 

JH: They did actually, sometimes.  

 

JV: Did they? I don’t remember. 

 

GS: You know, thinking – I have a son who’s in college now. I mean, it’s a huge thing for the 

drinking age to be 21. [00:29:00] 

 

JH: It is. It’s huge. I agree. 

 

GS: You know, and it’s hard to – you know, sometimes, I remember that it wasn’t an issue for 

us, but – 

 

JH: Yeah, it’s really – it is problematic, because my son just finished his freshman year too, and I 

can’t say that drinking doesn’t go on in the freshman –  

 

GS: Oh no, it goes on, but it’s an issue. 

 

JH: It is a big issue. 

 

GS: The drinking age is an issue. 

 

JL: And was it an issue – was there a lot of drinking? 
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NG: I think so. 

 

Q: I think so.  

 

JH: Depends on the person, probably.  

 

NG: Nothing dangerous happened on our hall, as far as I know – not so much overdrinking that 

people were really sick and had to go to the hospital. You hear stories about stuff like that. 

 

KG: Much more prevalent now. I don’t know. It seems like people – it just – it seems much more 

dangerous now. I think the teenagers have access to a much scarier group of things. 

 

GS: I think there’s more alcohol now, but there were more drugs when we were – 

 

JL: Right. Which drugs were available so easily in the mid-eighties? 

 

GS: I’m just thinking about this on DVD. Who’s going to see this? [00:30:00] 

 

JL: That other people had access to. 

 

GS: From what I was told – [laughter] 

 

JH: You heard. You heard.  

 

GS: Yeah, I mean, there was a lot of coke on campus. There was a lot of pot. There were drugs 

that don’t even exist anymore, like Quaaludes and – not that – you know, from what I’ve been 

told. 

 

JL: From what you’ve been told. 

 

GS: Yeah. 
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JL: And was that a problem? 

 

GS: I don’t – I mean, in terms of drugs addiction, not that I –  

 

NG: It was certainly something you could avoid. 

 

CR: Yeah, easily. I mean, especially if you had –  

 

KG: I hung out with a lot of athletes, and they really – the group that I hung out with didn’t 

partake much. 

 

CR: Well, that was it. You know, I had a lot of athletic friends, and it was just not – you 

couldn’t.  

 

GS: It was really about the group. It was more like there were groups that were doing things and 

groups that weren’t doing things. 

 

CR: Right, right. 

 

GS: But I don’t sense – at least from my child – that drugs are anywhere near as prevalent.  

 

JH: It depends, yeah. We had some – in Knoxville, [00:31:00] we’ve had some issues with drugs, 

and they carry over into the university, unfortunately. 

 

KG: Same. I live in California, and there are some issues. 

 

GS: Well yeah, where you are, San Diego, there’s –  

 

JH: And it’s – it ranges –  
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KG: Right, and USC, we’ve got some –  

 

JH: It ranges from getting – from illegally getting pharmaceuticals that other people are taking in 

normal doses for things that they need them for, to a lot of crack, a lot of everything, really, 

actually, in Tennessee. It has been – meth labs have been the most recent problem. So I think 

they do have to contend with a lot of different things. 

 

GS: Yeah, that was certainly not a –  

 

JV: And we never had that problem. 

 

KG: And it wasn’t – people drank and partied, but just usually on the weekends. I mean, it was – 

yeah.  

 

JL: Somebody said something about the band. 

 

JV: I was in the band. 

 

JL: Go on. 

 

KG: Oh good. 

 

JV: I was –  

 

JL: What did you play? 

 

GS: I never knew anybody that was in a band. 

 

JH: Is it relevant what she played? [laughter] Sorry. 
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JV: It’s relevant what I drank. The band was so much fun. Well first of all, [00:32:00] I actually 

played – I play clarinet, but then I actually was the student conductor. And so I remember going 

– I went to all the football games, all the hockey games, a number of the basketball games. So 

the weekends, Friday and Saturday night, I was always at a sporting event, and there was 

actually a lot of alcohol consumption, and we would actually sneak the alcohol into our 

instrument cases to get into the games, but –  

 

JH: I didn’t know about that. That’s cool. 

 

JV: – oh absolutely, absolutely. So every time they scored, we would all do shots. 

 

Q: Oh my god. 

 

JV: But it was –  

 

JH: Those formations that we saw have a whole new meaning now. (overlapping dialogue; 

inaudible) 

 

GS: And even the band wasn’t wholesome. 

 

KG: Oh, everyone knew the band wasn’t wholesome.  

 

JV: No, absolutely. No, not at all. 

 

Q: I didn’t know. 

 

KG: Oh, I did, that was –  

 

JV: But we got in so much trouble as a band because of the formations and because of the 

halftime shows and the shows –  
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KG: Oh, you guys used to –  

 

Q: They weren’t bad. They were just drunk. 

 

JV: – I mean, we were written up in the Wall Street Journal. And after we went to the Army 

game – basically, after the Army game my sophomore year, Ivy Leagues were prohibited from 

West Point for a number of years after that because of the halftime show that we put on. 

[00:33:00] 

 

JL: What did you do? 

 

JV: Well, we didn’t think we did anything bad, but –  

 

NG: Heresy. 

 

JV: – but yeah, we made fun of West Point. We made fun of West Point and the military 

academies, and that’s – but as the Ivy League, that’s what the halftime shows do, is you go and 

you make fun of each other, and it’s all in good fun. It’s all meant to be good fun, but they didn’t 

necessarily take it that way. And so yeah, so we actually – I mean, we were written up in the 

Wall Street Journal. I mean, it was absolutely – the New York Times.  

 

Q: That was great. 

 

JV: But it was such a fun group of people. And we used to – I used to love on Saturday 

afternoons, lining up in front of Meehan Auditorium, marching to the stadium. And then, when 

we won the football game – or if we won the football game – that we would actually then march 

down Thayer Street at the end, and you know, jumping and running around and everything. It 

was just a great time, and, you know, the friends that I met – in fact, we were at the field day 

today, and we were all like, “Where are all the band people?” And we were all, like, just talking 

and seeing each other. And if you didn’t even necessarily remember the name of the person, 
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[00:34:00] you’re like, “You’re the piccolo player.” So it was a great experience. I loved the 

band. 

 

JL: I’ve often wondered how the – because I’m assuming the people in the band can actually 

play, mostly – how they managed to be so wonderfully bad.  

 

JV: Well, okay, actually, back – I don’t know about –  

 

JH: The music was good. 

 

JV: – yeah, I was going to say, actually back then – first of all, the band was much bigger back 

then. So at home football games, there would be almost 100 of us out there on the field, so the 

band was much bigger. Away games, we would take two busloads of people to away games. We 

would have to actually stop hockey games – on away hockey games, we would actually have to 

limit, so you’d have to sign up in advance to which hockey games. So the band was much bigger, 

extremely good musically, a number of people were actually like All-State musicians. I was 

actually an All-State musician in high school, but we didn’t want to major in music, but we were 

all music people that loved music. So it was a lot of fun. 

 

JL: Oh, that sounds great. I live near where the band marches down to the stadium, [00:35:00] 

and I often go out and have a look, because I enjoy hearing them. 

 

JH: It’s a fun tradition. 

 

CR: It is fun. 

 

JH: I used to love that walk. 

 

CR: Yeah, and just hearing “Ever True to Brown” – you just – I hear it. 

 

JH: No matter how many times you heard it, it didn’t get old. 



29 
 

 

CR: And I get goosebumps, and it never gets old. Never, ever gets old. 

 

JL: Okay – band. Other student activities – what do you remember as a remarkable thing that you 

won’t ever forget, something you were part of? 

 

KG: I ran Brown Community Outreach, so I got involved my freshman year. I was fluent in Sign 

Language, and I was a big sister at the Rhode Island School for the Deaf, and that was it for me. I 

pretty much hook, line, and sinker – I was at the Rhode Island School of the Deaf all four years, 

but I choreographed their – I know what it sounds – but I choreographed their Christmas 

programs, their dance shows, I (break in audio) teaching. I love to dance. I actually danced at 

Brown, as well. That was a very cool program. So I was able to weave those two, [00:36:00] but 

then I became an officer. And I can’t remember – my junior year, I was the treasurer, but senior 

year, I was president. And it was like running a small company, because we had over 600 

volunteers. We helped 30 organizations across Providence, and we had four vans that, you know 

– try to keep – and don’t think I didn’t know. I mean, people stole the – got the keys and on the 

week – I mean.  

 

JH: Right. 

 

KG: It was –  

 

JH: See no evil, hear no evil. 

 

KG: No, I mean, it was – and I’ve carried that through the rest of my life, but it was a really 

worthwhile experience. I met tons of people. We did a carnival every year. I don’t know if you 

guys remember the BCO carnival. At homecoming every year, we sold Faria’s sweet bread. And 

it was such a bummer – last year, we brought my kids back here, and there was no Faria’s. 

Everyone ate that sweet bread, I mean. So that, when I think about outside of student activities, I 

always think about Brown Community Outreach. And I did the Rhode Island School for the 
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Deaf, but we did tutoring, [00:37:00] and we did reading to the blind. And almost anybody I 

talked to – a lot of people came up to me and said, “Oh, I remember.”  

 

JH: You must have been excited about the Swearer Center for Public Service when it got 

established then, which sort of brought those programs to a whole new level.  

 

CR: Well, Howard Swearer was just such a force on campus. 

 

JH: Yeah, he was amazing. 

 

JV: He was, absolutely.  

 

CR: He was amazing, I think, in so many respects. I mean, I think – one of the things I carry with 

me is that I still aspire to be completely culturally competent. We all have our prejudices, so 

whether it’s seeing a person who may be obese, but just hearing Howard Swearer, you always 

get to know the finer points of that individual, and every individual has their positive attributes, 

and not judging somebody by either their name or their ethnicity or their race. I mean, it was just 

the mantra. It was just – and I just think that’s such a gift [00:38:00] that I take with me, and I 

know that I’ve passed it onto my children, because whenever they want to get each other into 

trouble, they will come up to me and say, “Mom, Christian just made a racist comment or a 

gender-specific comment,” because they know, like, that’s not acceptable. And so it’s great, but I 

learned that at Brown. I learned that from Howard Swearer.  

 

JL: How often did you see Howard Swearer? 

 

CR: All the time. 

 

JV: All the time. 

 

CR: He was on this campus all the time.  
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JH: And what about Harriet Sheridan, the dean of the College.  

 

Q: I remember her. She was inspirational. 

 

CR?: Yeah, I remember her too. 

 

JH: She never – when she spoke, she always used the most precise word in terms of denotation. I 

really admired her ability to always chose the word that had sort of everything in it. It had, you 

know, it had the right sound. It had the right meaning on all different levels, and she was the kind 

of person I thought, “You know, if I ever really grow up, she’s the kind of person I want to be 

like.”  

 

CR: Or how about Maurice Glicksman? Remember him, our provost? [00:39:00] He was 

phenomenal. Barrett Hazeltine. 

 

KG: Oh, Dean Hazeltine. 

 

JV: Dean Hazeltine is... 

 

CR: Even today I was talking about Barrett. 

 

KG: He took – yeah, he took a trip out to the West Coast, and I couldn’t believe he was still – 

he’s still vibrant. 

 

CR: And he still knew who you were. 

 

KG: Yeah, unbelievable, still vibrant, still kicking, still – amazing guy. People made fun of the 

OVM at the time, but you know. It was like the jock major or whatever, but he was a great guy, 

and he became my advisor because I did that major, and you could make of it what you want. I 

still have to defend it with my husband, because he was an applied math econ. major, so OVM 

doesn’t really stack up against applied math econ., I have to say. 
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JH: I wanted to be in his class. He had that class – what was it? Was it Engin. –  

 

KG: Engin. 9. 

 

JH: – Six or 9? 

 

KG: Both of them. 

 

CR: Engin. 9, Engin. 6.  

 

JH: And I didn’t do very well in it, but I really enjoyed the class, and I just remember that he 

would –  

 

CR: Joan, how could you not have done well in that class? [laughter] You’re brilliant. 

 

JH: I got a B. 

 

NG: That’s a B for Joan.  

 

JH: I didn’t really understand what I was doing. 

 

NG: You would get an A with your eyes closed in that class. 

 

JH: My husband is the engineer, not me. [00:40:00] But I would love being in his class, and he 

tried so hard to impart knowledge to everybody. But I remember, like, a student would walk – he 

loved students so much that a student would walk in late, and, you know, rather than chastising 

the student or staring him down, he’d say, “Hey Jonathan, nice hat. Nice hat.” And then he 

would do that for somebody, “Come here, come on in. Sit down, sit down,” and just encourage 

people. And it’s a lecture hall of like 125 students at Barus and Holley. This was obviously not 

our lab. It was the main lecture place. But he was fabulous. 
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JV: And he knew everybody’s name. 

 

CR: Everybody’s name. 

 

JV: He knew everybody’s name. 

 

JH: I don’t know how he did that, but – the other thing. The Pembroke Center was set up while – 

since we’re here for the Pembroke Center Associates Council and the archives – was set up while 

we were here. I don’t know how many people realize that, but part of what I started doing back 

at Brown was looking at things from a gendered perspective, which I’ve now gotten back to, now 

that I’m teaching. And I thank the Pembroke Center for that. Joan Wallach Scott was the original 

director –  

 

JV: That’s right. 

 

JH: – and she also was very inspirational, and I still maintain contact with her. 

 

Q: I’m amazed at your name recall. [00:41:00] 

 

Q: Me too. (overlapping dialogue; inaudible) 

 

JH: Anybody else have a memorable professor that they remember? Because to me, that’s a lot 

of the experience – or a dean. 

 

GS: Well, I – did anyone take any class with Roger Henkle?  

 

JH: No, although the name sounds really familiar. 

 

GS: He was head of the English department. 
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JH: Ah, okay. 

 

GS: Yeah, he was pretty amazing. He, you know, was just sort of the mad professor, classic, like 

out of Central Casting. He was always disheveled, and he was passionate about his British 

literature, and I just remember really being impacted by that, just loving his Dickens. Great 

Expectations was great.  

 

JL: And you came to work with Michael Harper. 

 

GS: I did. And then I am still actually very good friends with him. He has been – when I came 

back a couple of years ago, I had lunch with him, and he was telling me about his kids. And one 

of his children many years ago worked for us, and I was asking about him, and he says, “Oh 

yeah, well Roland is in Iraq.” [00:42:00] I said, “In Iraq? What’s he doing in Iraq?” He says, 

“No, in the Rock.” [laughter] He says, “He’s in the Rock.” That’s what he said. So he works at 

the library. It was actually funny. But yes, I did a lot of seminars with him and really, he was 

very inspirational to me. And I was telling you that I went to graduate school in Tulsa when I left 

here, and I was lured there by a series of circumstances. And Michael said to me – I said, “What 

am I going to do in Oklahoma?” He said, “You know, you’ll go to Oklahoma, and you’ll learn 

about the Tulsa Riots,” which meant nothing to me until I got to Tulsa. And then – so he directed 

a lot of my study and learning even after I left here. And after I left graduate school and came 

back, I said, “Now what am I going to do?” And he says, “Go live your life.” So anyway, he has 

been great. He has a lot of impact, for sure. 

 

JH: Did you ever take Keith Waldrop? 

 

GS: I did.  

 

JH: He was a character. 

 

GS: A character. 
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JH: I took him for the class that he taught on –  

 

GS: Semiotics? 

 

JH: No, it was a [00:43:00] book on the horror genre. It was really interesting. 

 

GS: Well, he in himself could have been a horror genre. 

 

JH: Well, he would come in dressed in black –  

 

GS: Do you remember Keith Waldrop with the ponytail down to his knees? 

 

JH: – with the – yeah, very long, gray ponytail, very – dress in black a lot. Interesting character. 

Professor Jane – he taught that play – what was the play course that he taught that I took 

freshman year? It was a really good class where you read a lot of the classic plays. 

 

Q: Wish I had taken it. 

 

CR: You know, Gwenn, you said something though, because after I graduated, and I was at 

Columbia Law School, I remember keeping in touch with Barrett Hazeltine. How many of us – 

and you’d kept in touch – how many of us kept in touch with professors after we left? 

 

NG: For a short time, I kept in touch with Hugh Townley, an art professor. 

 

Q: Oh yeah, I remember that. 

 

JH: Joan Scott, for me.  

 

JV: Yeah, one of my engineering professors.  
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GS: I think that’s really a hallmark of Brown too, because I will say I think that they – you can 

get to know your professors. I think it’s still true. [00:44:00]  

 

JL: I think that’s quite remarkable for undergraduates. You know, graduates students usually get 

closer to whoever.  

 

CR: That’s a very good point, yeah. 

 

JL: But if undergraduates are finding this, it just speaks volumes as to how well they’re teaching 

the undergraduates, I think. 

 

JH: Well, the undergraduate college has always been the focus at Brown, too. 

 

JV: Exactly. And it’s just the interest that they take in the students.  

 

JL: So if some of you have children of an age that might be needing to go to college, would you 

send them to Brown? 

 

CR: In a heartbeat.  

 

JL: If they could get in. 

 

JV: Yes. 

 

CR: yeah, my son couldn’t get in and didn’t want to go here, but I’m trying to convince my 

daughter to apply.  

 

GS: Yeah, my daughter is a junior. But I – in my family, I’m accused of – well, it’s true – you 

know, a terrible bias towards Brown. And when I took my son here who’s at Tufts now, but he – 

we went to the information session, and they’re talking all about the open curriculum. And I’m 

like, of course, loving it. I’m like, “This is so great,” and we walk out, and he says, “Well, like, 
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what is this place? [00:45:00] I have to like figure out what I want to take?” I said “Yeah” – So 

that was not –  

 

JH: Might not be the right place for him. 

 

GS: So that was not the right – yeah. So with my daughter, she says, “You know Mom, you’ll 

just want to come to college with me.” And I’m, “No. What do you mean?”  

 

JH: “Well, I won’t mind coming to parents weekend for sure.” (overlapping dialogue; inaudible) 

 

GS: So I sent my husband with her. They came a couple of weeks ago. I said, “Dad can take you, 

because I clearly can’t separate myself.” So I spent the whole day praying she would hate it, so I 

wouldn’t have to like worry for the next year, but of course she didn’t. She’s much better suited 

to it, and I would definitely send her here if she could come here. 

 

KG: I have a junior, and ditto what you said, so we’ll see. Keep my fingers crossed.  

 

JL: How many of you had to work – you know, paid work – while you were here? 

 

JH: I did. 

 

NG: I did. 

 

CR: I did. 

 

JV: Mm-hmm. 

 

JL: What did you do? 

 

JV: I was a waitress. 

 



38 
 

JL: Where? 

 

JV: Down in Narragansett, Rhode Island. So I didn’t work during the school year, [00:46:00] but 

on the summers, yeah, absolutely. 

 

JH: I worked during the school year. I was a Brown security guard. [laughter] I was the shortest 

– they had to find – remember those Cossack jackets they used to make the security – it was like, 

down to the floor. They had to have one tailored for me, because I was too short. So I did 

parking lot details a few days a week, and I also did an internship with the Department of 

Education, which was interesting. Do you remember we used to do the batch card loading for 

computers back then? And I was doing research with one of the professors at the school of 

education – or helping him with his research – and I remember dropping a box of those batch 

cards at the old computer sciences building. We went by today, and I was like, “Oh, every time I 

walk by that building, I think –,” because, you know, they were numbered and everything, but 

there were hundreds of them in a box, and you had to reorder them perfectly or the program 

would not run.  

 

GS: I did have a job at the Rock. Actually, it was the worst suited job to my brain, which was 

refiling books in the Dewey decimal system. It was so bad, because it was like numbers, and it 

was dark. [00:47:00] I remember wheeling the cart down, and it would be like 500 numbers 

Library of Congress numbers, and I just gave up after a while. I’m like, “Eh, close enough.” 

[laughter] It was so – I mean, it was just – really, I thought, “This is – why god gave this job to 

me, of all people.” 

 

KG: I had a plum job. I taught aerobics. I taught aerobics at Sayles Hall, and it was four to six, 

Tuesday and Thursday. And I’m embarrassed to say this, but they were like sold out. People got 

up at –  

 

Q: You should be proud. 
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KG: People got up at six o’clock in the morning to sign up. I had 40 people in each class, so I 

used to teach about 80 people the two days a week. And it was great, because it kept you – I 

almost was too –  

 

GS: I was doing that Jane Fonda tape in my room. If I had only known –  

 

KG: See, (overlapping dialogue; inaudible) come, yeah.  

 

Q: (inaudible) six o’clock in the morning. 

 

KG: No, no, no, it was –  

 

JH: No, they were signing up. 

 

KG: – four to six on Tuesday and Thursdays, but in order to get in the class, people lined up at 

6:00 a.m. in the morning to get – I was certified in Tulsa. It was bigger. [00:48:00] And two or 

three people, again – the things that people have come up to me this weekend was about that 

aerobics class, and my head is going like this, and that awful blue car I had, that powder blue car. 

Those are the comments that I’ve been getting. But yeah, I taught aerobics, and I danced. So I 

was like one of the only people that didn’t get freshman 15. It was kind of hard. So – 

 

JH: Oh, I got it. 

 

KG: I came out to try out for the tennis team, and when I got – I played tennis in Oklahoma, but 

when I got to the court and saw the caliber of women and how hard they were hitting the tennis 

ball, I’ll never forget it. I just took my racquet and put it behind my back, and I walked back to 

the dorm. I walked back to Emery-Woolley, and I remember calling home – maybe it took a day 

or two – and said, “You know, I don’t think I’m going to play tennis here.” And I went and 

pitched my ability to the physical ed. department, and they paid me. I got – I really – my now-

husband made fun of me, because I got a pretty penny for teaching those classes. 

 



40 
 

Q: That’s great. 

 

KG: That was my job, but it was fun. My whole time at Brown, I taught that. [00:49:00]  

 

CR: I was a teaching assistant. 

 

NG: For what? 

 

Q: Impressive. 

 

CR: For Engin. 9, Engin. 90, and Engin. 6. (overlapping dialogue; inaudible) 

 

JH: So I needed to be better friends with you, so I could have gotten the A, right? Yeah. 

 

JL: So you – what did you have to do? 

 

CR: Well, I had my own section, and I would help them review case materials. Engin. 90 was 

actually more engineering, so there, I had to make sure that their circuits were working. I didn’t 

mean that as a pun, but, you know, actually that the electrical circuit boards were working. And 

it was a blast. Constant contact with Dean Hazeltine. 

 

Q: He’s the best, yeah. 

 

CR: Such a joy.  

 

JL: So you did that for several semesters. 

 

CR: I did that for a couple of years. I think I did that at least junior and senior year, and I think 

probably part of sophomore year, too. I’m not quite sure.  

 

JL: And did you work, Norah? 
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NG: I worked in the music library at least a couple of the years there. [00:50:00] So I’d check 

people in if they were coming to listen to records. There was a whole lab. And then, one summer, 

I was cataloguing records, which was deadly boring. I mean, if you’d get to listen to all of them, 

it would be great, but it was one of those where keeping awake and stimulated the whole time 

was just awful. And now, you know, it’s totally redone in a completely different way.  

 

CR: The two of you.  

 

NG: It was not a good thing.  

 

JL: Yes, so these jobs – this was part of some package that you got?  

 

NG: Mine was. 

 

JL: Yours was. Yours was not. 

 

KG: Mine was not. I – 

 

JH: Mine was not, but my deal with my parents was, they would pay tuition, room, and board if I 

was on the meal plan, and the rest of it was at my cost. So I had to pay for my own books, my 

own entertainment. There was no way I was going to stop going out, and I needed the books, so 

you know, it was academic, I needed a job. 

 

JL: So most people worked something. Did they? 

 

CR: Yes, and it was very common.  

 

JH: It was. [00:51:00] 

 

KG: Tons of my friends worked at the Ratty. I mean, now, they don’t do as much, but yeah. 
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JH: Oh yeah, a lot of people worked at the dining halls.  

 

KG: Or in catering. A lot of people did.  

 

JL: There were lots of those jobs, and library, unfortunately. 

 

GS: I did that in the summer, though. Just for truth on record, I didn’t do it for the school year.  

 

JL: All right, what else do you think we ought to have on record for the archives about your 

experiences at Brown from 1979 to ’83?  

 

CR: They were the best four years of my life. 

 

JV: It was, absolutely, absolutely. 

 

CR: Honest to god, they were. They were the four years of my life without a single incident of 

racism, not one. And I’ve had plenty. So yeah, this is a pretty amazing place.  

 

JV: I remember – it was Sunday night. I lived right on the – we lived – well, you weren’t there. 

You were essentially there, even though you actually weren’t living there with us. But we were 

right on Slater Hall our senior year, [00:52:00] and I remember the night before graduation, 

sitting out under a big tree, absolutely crying my eyes out. I was so sad to be graduating. 

 

NG: Magnolia tree. 

 

JV: It was – yeah, it was such a fun place and a wonderful time in life. And I knew that there was 

no way it could be recreated. I could have wonderful experiences, and I know I was going on to 

wonderful things, but the four years here, the atmosphere, the people – it’s really the people that 

make Brown University what it is, and it just continues to grow. It just continues to get better.  
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JL: Do you think there were people who didn’t have such a good experience? 

 

NG: I think there were. We knew people our freshman year who transferred out. They must not 

have been having a great experience. But I don’t have any close friends that feel that way. 

 

GS: Yeah, I always feel like when I speak to people – whether I knew them here or not – that 

Brown really enables you to be an individual. [00:53:00] I never felt a lot of judgment, you 

know, not so much from your experience, but there was a kind of tacit understanding that you 

were here. You were okay. You could do your own thing, and that has definitely carried through 

for me, in terms of an attitude towards other people and just feeling grateful that I was at a place 

that was so open and so accepting. And I find that when I – and I’ve done alumni interviews for 

a number of years, and it always shocked me when people say, students would say, “Well, is it so 

liberal?” It became like an indictment of something that for us, I think – at this time in the ’70s 

and ’80s – was just something to be celebrated. It had no sort of negative connotations to it. And 

that – I look back on it, and it was just great. It felt very safe and happy. And I don’t want to 

paint too rosy a picture, but – 

 

JH: I don’t disagree with any of that. And I guess the one thing that I would add maybe joins it a 

little bit [00:54:00] to Carmen’s comment, which is – I grew up in a very white, upper-middle 

class, Christian, mostly Catholic community. And I wasn’t at all grownup. I thought I was at 18, 

when I came here. And all of a sudden, I was exposed to all sorts of different people. My 

husband is a guy who I would never have dated in high school. My son’s godmother is Norah, 

and when I first met her, I thought she was possessed, because she was sitting, knitting in a chair, 

going back and forth.  

 

NG: (inaudible) 

 

JH: So I mean I’d never met anyone like Carmen before, but when she showed up on the field 

hockey field, I was like, “Oh my gosh, there’s somebody who’s more energetic than I am,” 

because she was out there and rallying us already, and now she’s, you know, been our class 

president for multiple years and with us the whole way along. And I just feel – and I remember 
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you guys lived – I don’t know why this just popped into my head, but you and Louisa lived in 

that building that’s no longer there –  

 

JV: Richardson. Richardson. Well, and Carmen was right below us.  

 

JH: – and you were right across the hall from Macmillan, [00:55:00] yeah, okay. There are 

people that I’ve met along the way, and you guys were not folks that I knew here, but Kay and I 

have been on the phone together, you know, a lot to do this reunion, and so we chatted the other 

night. And it has been, for me, I think it has opened my eyes to a whole bunch of people I 

wouldn’t have seen and has made me more accepting of difference and, in fact, inviting of 

difference. I want more difference in my life. Now, I live in a white, upper-middle class city in 

east Tennessee that’s all Republican, and I’m not anymore. You know, I mean, I came here, and 

I got more liberal politically. I got more open to things, and I’m so grateful for that. If I had 

stayed on Long Island in that little insular community, I would be a very different person, and I 

wouldn’t have all these wonderful people in my life. So it’s a – I think, for me, it’s a lot of 

things, but I really grew up here in a different kind of way, in a way that I couldn’t have done in 

some other places. And it was safe. It was very safe to do that with the people that were here. 

 

KG: I think it changed the course of my life, because if I had stayed on that same path, 

[00:56:00] stayed in Oklahoma or stayed in the Southwest or whatever you want to call it – and I 

still feel it continues. When people ask me about Brown, if I’m talking to someone, and they 

want to know where you went to school or whatever, it’s like this interesting passport. It has 

gotten my foot in the door of so many places. Yes, you have to perform, or you have to execute, 

or you have to – whatever. But it gives you this instant credibility, and I don’t know if that’s 

necessarily fair, but I have experienced it for over 20 years. And we just moved after 20 years to 

a new place on the West Coast, totally different, actually very conservative, different than us. 

But it was again an avenue to meet people and to – I got involved in the Brown Club in San 

Diego. I had an event at my house, because what better way – I’ll meet people that are like 

myself, except – that are interested, that are a little more – the first time we had a political 

discussion in Rancho Santa Fe, we were like – I said to my husband, “No one is ever inviting us 

out again.” So then, I said – [00:57:00] I got involved in the Brown, and it has been a nice entrée. 
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But I do – even when you’re interviewing for a job, sometimes that has been a big – I think it’s 

an asset, a gift that maybe you guys don’t see, but it’s really true. 

 

JL: One of the – well, two of the points that have occurred to me listening to you is – one is the 

issue of – the diversity issue, really, is two parts of it, one in terms of financial backgrounds and 

the other in terms of racial and ethnic backgrounds. And one of the things that one of our people 

last year was talking about – she was Hispanic, and she was talking about some strike they nearly 

did.  

 

CR: You see, although ethnically I’m a Cuban American, and I’m obviously very proud of my 

heritage – [00:58:00] however, I grew up in Deerfield, Massachusetts. So I mean, I went to a 

New England prep school. My father taught at Deerfield. So while I had my fair share of racial 

incidents growing up, I didn’t have that economic barrier. I never – I was a faculty member’s 

daughter. We were all – socio-economically, we were all about the same. So when I was on 

campus, I tended to find more of an affiliation with the Hispanics who were from Argentina, or 

Venezuela, or Spain, more the international crowd than the more urban –  

 

JH: Hispanic Americans. 

 

CR: – yeah, community. 

 

KG: I grew up Jewish in the Bible Belt, so I can definitely – yeah, [00:59:00] so we all 

experience it. It was – I didn’t even know. When I was at Brown, I actually called home three 

weeks into Brown to ask how people knew I was Jewish, because nobody, my name – I didn’t 

know the difference. I said, “How do people –,” I said to my mom. I call. I said, “This is very 

peculiar.” And she said, “Kay.” We were the only Levinsons in Tulsa, but here, I just couldn’t 

figure out how people knew. I almost found it kind of – but then I realized, and that opened a 

whole other world that I had never experienced, too. So it can be a positive and a negative. So I 

experienced both sides, one growing up and then a much broader enviro – more accepting, again, 

as Carmen was saying, here. So – 
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JH: It would be interesting if we had one of the black members of our class in this group, but we 

don’t. As I’m looking around, I’m realizing that Carmen, you’re our big element of ethnic 

diversity, which –  

 

CR: With pride. 

 

JH: – you are (overlapping dialogue; inaudible) proud of. But one of the things that struck me 

when I got here – it wasn’t sort of the strikes or [01:00:00] lack of racism, other than just sort of 

my general seeing of the difference – was the segregation in the dining halls. And I didn’t know 

about stepping until I got here, since there were, you know, no blacks in my hometown. I’d never 

seen step routines before, and so the first time that they stood up down in the Verney – what was 

it? 

 

NG: Verney-Woolley? 

 

JH: Verney-Woolley dining hall downstairs and did a step routine, I was like, “Whoa, what is 

that all about?” And you know, “We are the brothers of Alpha Phi Alpha,” and I’d never heard 

any of this stuff before. It was all new. It was all new news to me, and so I remember that with a 

lot of distinctness. I remember wondering whether they wanted to be separate from us in the 

dining hall and wanted all of this difference, or whether we were supposed to go over and try and 

lock hands and sing “Kumbaya” across the dining hall or something. I didn’t quite know how to 

react to that, so there was a discomfort for me in just not knowing whether that was meant to be 

that way, because I just hadn’t been exposed to it before. 

 

JL: Did you learn? 

 

JH: Yeah. In fact, I’m still talking to my students in east Tennessee about it now, [01:01:00] and 

they still have a lot of ambiguity about what they want and want to do, and whether they should 

be reaching out to whites in east Tennessee, because they’re a minority population. In west 

Tennessee, there are significantly more blacks, but east Tennessee is very white – so a very 

similar conversation, you know, 25 years later. So – 
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CR: But good for you that you’re having the conversation with your students. That’s incredible. 

 

JH: The conversations are really high quality, which is a lot of fun. And I think we’ve all agreed 

on one thing, which is that – and this is very Brown – is that the worst thing we can do is censor 

those conversations and not have them. So that has been useful to me, I guess, in my teaching to 

have gone through that thinking and some of the discussions I had with folks at Brown.  

 

JL: Well, I think we should probably bring this to a close. I think this has been a magnificent 

conversation. 

 

CR: Thank you. (overlapping dialogue; inaudible) 

 

KG: I love learning about everybody else. 

 

CR: I do too. (inaudible) well, let’s all go out now. [01:02:00] 

 

Q: (inaudible) lots of drinks. [laughter]  

 

JL: Well, thank you very, very much. 

 

CR: Thank you very much. 

 

Q: Thank you, Jane.  

 

NG: I know, I feel bonded. [01:03:00] 

 

- END - 


